In every valedictory address there is of necessity an element of sadness as it means saying farewell to the officials with whom one has been so closely associated, but in my case there should be none, as by your good-will I am still holding an office which will keep me in close touch with the affairs of this Society. In addition there is the pleasant retrospect of the cordial way in which I have been supported, and in the first place I take this opportunity of thanking all the ladies and gentlemen who read papers during the past two years, contributing, as they did, so much to the knowledge of our subject. Again, speaking personally, there is a feeling of relief at the knowledge that a certain burden of responsibility has been lifted from my shoulders so that I feel no longer bound by convention to deliver an oration each year to the Society as is expected from the President.
By a long established custom the President at the conclusion of his term of office reviews the activities of the Society and, saddest task of all, refers to the casualties which have occurred during the previous two years. I regret that we have suffered rather severely from the loss by death of three of our Honorary Fellows, two of whom were British and the other Englishspeaking.
When I was a student the name of Champneys was synonomous with the leading figure in obstetrics in England obst.
i A and remained so as long as he continued in active work. He maintained his interest in the subject to the day of his death and was one of the keenest advocates of the College of Obstetrics and Gynaecology when it was founded a few years ago. He attended the original meeting for the revisal of Laws and gave, as always, sage counsel in the framing of them and the spirit in which they should be carried out.
His passing deprived the College of an outstanding figure and our Society of a most eminent man.
The second fatality among our Honorary Fellows has been the death of Dame Mary Scharlieb, who was identified so closely with the study of medicine and especially of obstetrics in relation to the teaching of her own sex. Starting her work in India she overtaxed her physical powers, and because of insistent medical advice relinquished a subject which was ever deep in her heart?the conditions of the women in India especially in relation to childbirth. In London she immediately became a prominent figure, devoting Again, following our policy with regard to "sister" subjects, we induced three urologists to give us their views on various points that are of the utmost interest to every gynaecologist We had a graphic description of the appearance of the bladder in cases of carcinoma of the cervix, and an estimate of its value in relationship to diagnosis and operability from Mr Band. His paper also showed the extreme value of close relationship between our work and that of the surgeons, who are accustomed to dealing with the adjacent structures. As an addition to this paper Mr Wade described to us the conditions leading to the operation of vesical exclusion as a help to us in our work. It was extremely suggestive as a possible preliminary to operative treatment of cancer of the cervix. We had all been accustomed to think of this operation from the point of view of relief to patients in whom the ureter had been damaged in connection with the Wertheim operation, but it is quite possible that it may lead to more cases being treated, whether by radium or by operation, in whom the urinary tract has been so affected by extension that we have been in the past afraid to undertake any remedial treatment because of the gross discomfort which the patients would have suffered later in the way of fistulae. This fear has prevented our being sufficiently drastic in our dissections. 
